
SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

  
REPORT TO: Planning Committee 11 January 2016 

AUTHOR/S: Head of Development Management  
 

 
 

Application Number / type of 
application: 

S/2084/16/FL 

  
Parish(es): Girton 
  
Proposal: Demolition of existing pavilion and development of a new 

sports pavilion, two fenced and floodlit artificial turf 
pitches, car, coach and cycle parking and associated 
landscaping and access improvements 

  
Recommendation: Delegated approval (subject to complete section 106) 
  
Material considerations: Principle (including Green Belt), design, impact on 

character of the area, residential amenity (lighting and 
noise), highway safety, drainage and other matters 

  
Site address: Howes Close Sports Ground, Huntingdon Road 
  
Applicant(s): Anglia Ruskin University (ARU) 
  
Site Visit: 06 December 2016 
  
Conservation Area: No 
  
Departure Application: Yes 
  
Presenting Officer: Rebecca Ward, Senior Planning Officer 
  
Application brought to 
Committee because: 

The officer recommendation of approval is contrary to the 
recommendation of refusal from Girton Parish Council 

  
Date by which decision due: 13 January 2017 (extension of time requested) 
 
A. Update to the report 
 
1.0 Agenda report paragraph number 136 – Draft conditions update please see 
appendix 1 attached. 
 
2.0 Agenda report paragraph number 31 – Representations update 
 
Please see attached appendix 2 document - The additional representation and 
response from Anglia Consultants to the applicant’s acoustic report was submitted to 
the Local Planning Authority late on Tuesday 3 January 2017 and as such officers 
have not had the opportunity to review the details prior to issuing this update. As 
such, officers will feedback to members on the day of the planning committee.  

 



 
3.0 Summary Sheet – For ease of reference, please see attached appendix 3 which 
is summary sheet to opening times of the facility. These times will be conditioned on 
any decision notice.  
 
4.0 Noise – Please see appendix 4 for an attached plan which was submitted by the 
applicant and annotates the calculated noise levels in accordance with the 
conclusions in the report submitted by Adrian James Acoustics.   
 
Add to/amend paragraph 76 of the committee report, to state the following: The 
Councils Environmental Health Officer has identified that the proposed scheme 
should not exceed the BS 8233:2014, which states that it is ‘desirable’ for external 
amenity areas that noise should not exceed 50-55db over an equivalent continuous 
level.  
 
Add to/amend paragraph 81 of the committee report to state the following: The 
weekday base levels taken on the site within the acoustic report were at measured at 
41-47db. Based on the measurements from other sports games and including the 
proposed barrier, the noise levels from the site to the closest 3m from the rear facade 
of No.38-44 Thornton Close would be a maximum of 40db for a continuous hour 
period. This would be the length of the football or hockey match on the artificial 
pitches. The report identifies a maximum of 60db instantaneous sound level might be 
herd over a 5 minuet period from the blowing of a whistle, shouting following a goal 
etc., however, it is recognised this higher sound level will be intermittent and not 
continuous as indicated within the BS standard.  
 
5.0 Highway Safety – No condition was requested by the Local Highways Authority 
for a footpath to extend up to Huntingdon Road and as such, officers have removed 
this condition from the draft list.  
 
B. Further Information received after publication of the agenda report.   

 
All information should be in the public domain for five clear working days before the 
meeting.  Under certain circumstances, the Chairman can agree to admit late 
information if 
 Unforeseen Circumstances exist (this does not include administrative 

inconvenience), or 
 it is urgent, or 
 delay in taking the decision (in the light of all appropriate facts) could seriously 

prejudice the Council's or the public's interests 
 
 
Additional Background Papers: the following background papers (additional to 
those referred to in the agenda report) were used in the preparation of this update:
  

These documents need to be available for public inspection. 
 

Contact Officer:  Rebecca Ward – Senior Planning Officer 
Telephone: (01954) 713236 

 
 
 


